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BENTHAM PLANK
LAMINATE CWC INSTALLATION GUIDE


Read these product-specific precautions before installing Bentham Plank Harbor Collection CWC laminate flooring. The floor may be installed as a floating click-lock floor or, where recommended below, with full-spread adhesive.
BEFORE INSTALLATION
Subfloor Flatness and Moisture
•  Check flatness with a 2-meter straightedge. The height difference must be less than 3 mm.
•  The subfloor moisture content must be no more than 2%. Excess moisture can cause absorption and expansion.
•  Where leveling is needed, use a cement-based self-leveling compound. Gypsum-based compounds are not recommended.
•  For full-spread adhesive installation, the cement-based leveling layer should have tensile bond strength of at least 1.2 MPa. For floating installation, it should be at least 0.5 MPa.
Climate, Storage, and Expansion
•  Store flooring indoors; do not leave it outdoors or in semi-open spaces. Allow indoor temperature and humidity to stabilize.
•  Unpack flooring 24 hours before installation to acclimate it. Once plastic packaging is opened, install the flooring as soon as practical.
•  For floating installation, leave at least a 1 cm (3/8 in) expansion gap around every wall and fixed object. Do not fill the gap with sealant.
•  Add expansion joints every 10 meters (32.8 feet) when an area exceeds 10 meters in length or width.
•  Do not install when site temperature is below 10°C (50°F).
Where Full-Spread Adhesive Is Recommended
•  Consider full-spread adhesive when the area is larger than 10 meters and expansion joints are not desired, or where heavy objects will be placed or moved frequently.
•  Areas with prolonged sunlight, such as sunrooms or floor-to-ceiling window areas, are not suitable for floating installation. Full-spread glue-down is recommended.
•  Use a properly sealed moisture barrier on damp, ground-level concrete. Direct installation in damp conditions is not recommended.
•  Supplier-listed adhesive types include MS polymer modified silane and two-component polyurethane wood-flooring adhesive. Supplier examples for sunny areas include Mapei Ultrabond ECO 995 and ECO 980; confirm adhesive compatibility before use.


CLICK-LOCK INSTALLATION
The diagrams below illustrate the Välinge 2G/2G installation sequence. Keep the 1 cm expansion gap throughout the work.
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1  Start the first row
Start opposite the door. Place a 1 cm spacer and position the first plank against the wall.
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2  Connect the short ends
Angle the next plank into the first and fold it down. Continue the row.
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3  Finish the first row
Maintain the wall gap, then measure and cut the final plank to fit.
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4  Start the second row
Use a first plank longer than 400 mm and maintain the wall spacer.




CONTINUE THE INSTALLATION
	[image: ]
5  Stagger the joints
Keep short-end joints in adjacent rows staggered by at least 400 mm.
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6  Angle into the previous row
Angle the plank into the preceding row, press forward, and fold down. A wedge may help support the angle.
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7  Insert the next short end
Angle the short end into the previous plank, leave about 1 cm of room, and fold down.
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8  Close the joint by hand
Lift slightly and slide forward until tight, then fold down. Do not force the joint with a hammer.




COMPLETE THE FLOOR
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9  Recheck after two or three rows
Adjust the distance to the front wall. Keep spacers in place throughout installation.
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10  Fit the last row
Keep the last row at least 50 mm wide. Measure, mark, and cut planks lengthwise as needed.


Final Checks
•  Confirm that the perimeter gap remains open and remove spacers after installation is complete.
•  Avoid dragging heavy objects across a floating floor or placing objects that prevent the floor from expanding and contracting.
•  Check that click-lock joints are fully closed. If a plank does not seat by hand, adjust the angle rather than hammering it into place.
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